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The Smart Boater's Advantage

Preparation Beats Experience
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The safest boaters aren't the
most experienced—they're the
most prepared.

Boating safety isn't about memorizing rules or reacting

in the moment. It's about building habits before you
What Makes a Smart Boater

even leave the dock. The decisions you make ahead of
time—checking systems, reviewing conditions, preparing
your crew—are what determine how confidently you @ Systematic Preparation

handle everything that follows. Following a consistent pre-

departure routine every time

Whether you're heading out for a quick afternoon or a

full day on the water, safety starts long before the engine Weather Awareness

turns on. Checking conditions before and
during the trip

Crew Communication
Most boating issues don't start on the

water, they start with something missed
before leaving the dock.

Briefing passengers on safety
procedures

Equipment Readiness

Ensuring all systems are
operational and accessible




Before You Leave the Dock

Where Safety Actually Begins

Pre-Departure Checklist

Check engine, battery, and
electrical systems

Verify all systems are operational
before leaving

Confirm fuel levels (follow the 1/3 rule:
out, back, reserve)

Always maintain adequate fuel reserves

Test navigation lights and
communication devices

Essential for visibility and
emergency contact

Preparation is where boating safety actually 4
begins. Most on-water issues can be traced back common Oversights
to something missed before departure—and often,
it's something simple.

@ Assuming fuel is "probably enough”
Even a quick systems check can prevent common
failures, from dead batteries to fuel-related issues.

Taking a few extra minutes at the dock often saves @ Skipping checks for short or familiar trips
hours of trouble later.

Just as important is your float plan. Let someone ) . .
, , L @ Ignoring changing weather conditions
on land know where youre going, who's with you,

and when you expect to return. It's a simple step

that can make a critical difference in an -

emergency.

Finally, check the weather. Not just the forecast, Boatmart Tip:

but how conditions may change throughout your The right boat setup makes preparation
trip. Wind, visibility, and tide shifts can all impact easier—from reliable onboard systems to
your safety. layouts that make safety checks faster and

more consistent.




The Safety Gear You Actually Need

More Than Just Meeting Requirements

Safety equipment isn’'t just about meeting requirements, it's about being prepared for real-world
situations where timing and access matter.

Required Safety Gear Smart Additions

First aid kit
U.S. Coast Guard-
approved life jackets Multi-tool and spare parts

(one per passenger) Extra lines and dock gear

VHF radio or reliable
communication device

Fire extinguisher - _
These additions help you manage small issues

before they escalate. In many cases, they're

what keep a trip on track.

Visual distress
signals (flares, etc.)

Boatmart Tips:
Store safety gear for instant reach, not just a
tidy fit. In an emergency, accessibility

Sound-producing device . .
P 9 always beats organization.

(horn or whistle)

Routine checks are just as important. Flares

expire, fire extinguishers lose pressure, and
life jackets can wear down over time.

Navigation lights Prioritize visibility and access over storage

space, the best safety gear is what you can
reach quickly. Visit the Boatmart blog to

These items must be in good condition and properly learn more about choosing the right

sized for your passengers. Having them onboard isn't equipment.
enough—they need to be ready to use.

View Blog



https://www.boatmart.com/blog/category/boating-advice/safety/

Safety Mistakes Most Boaters Make

Avoiding Common Pitfalls

The Mistakes That Cause Problems Fast

Even experienced boaters make avoidable mistakes and those mistakes are often what
lead to unsafe situations.

() Skipping a full weather check
() Overloading the boat

() Poor weight distribution

() Running low on fuel

() Not briefing passengers on safety basics

Most boating issues aren't mechanical failures—theyre  Complacency is another major factor. Short trips,
preventable decisions. The difference between a smooth familiar routes, or calm conditions can lead to shortcuts
day and a stressful one often comes down to —but those are often when issues arise.

preparation and awareness.

Boatmart Tip:

Most issues aren’'t equipment failures—they're missed steps. A simple checklist can prevent the
maijority of problems boaters face.




Boat Ramp Safety & Etiquette

Preparation Prevents Stress

Boat ramps are one of the most common points of stress for boaters—not because they're complicated, but
because they require preparation and awareness in a shared space. Most issues at the ramp come down to

rushing or being unprepared.

Prep Ahead of Time:

The goal is simple: be ready before you arrive, move efficiently, and stay aware of others.

() Remove straps and covers

(J Install the drain plug

() Load gear and supplies

(¥ Check battery and fuel

(¥ Attach dock lines and fenders

Taking a few extra minutes in the staging area keeps the ramp clear and reduces pressure once others

are waiting.




Launching and Retrieving

Efficiency matters just as much as control.

At the Ramp:

After launching, move to a dock or holding

Back down slowly and in control
area—don’t stay on the ramp.

Use a spotter if needed When retrieving, the same rules apply.
Approach slowly, account for wind and

current, and have your trailer ready before

Launch and move the boat away promptly oulling in.

Ramp Etiquette That Matters

Boat ramps are shared spaces, and small actions make a big difference. Most frustration at the ramp isn't

about skill—it's about preparation and awareness.

Do: Don't;

(® Block the ramp while loading or unloading

() Rush or pressure other boaters

These are simple mistakes, but they're the ones that

Forgetting the drain plug cause delays, stress, and occasional damage.

Backing down unprepared X
Boatmart Tip:

Boats that are easier to handle on and off
Taking too long at the ramp the trailer—combined with a well-matched

trailer setup—can make a noticeable
difference in ramp confidence.

Losing control due to wind or current




Staying Aware on the Water

Active Attention is Essential

Once you're underway, awdreness becomes your most important tool.

Safe boating requires constant observation of other vessels, changing conditions, and your

surroundings. Keeping a proper lookout isn't just recommended,; it's essential.

Safe boating requires active attention. Conditions can shift quickly, and staying alert allows you to

respond early.

Know the Basics

& & &

Understand right- Maintain safe, Stay predictable in
of-way rules controlled speeds busy waterways

Understanding navigation basics helps prevent confusion and reduces
the risk of collisions, especially in high-traffic areas.

Crew Communication
Brief passengers Set expectations for Ensure everyone knows
before departure movement and behavior where the safety gear is

A clear safety briefing ensures your passengers are part of the safety
system—not a liability during unexpected situations.

Boatmart Tip:

Good visibility from the helm isn’t just a convenience—it's a safety advantage when navigating
traffic and changing condition.




Tow Sports Safety & Etiquette

Excitement with Responsibility

Tow sports like tubing, wakeboarding, and waterskiing add excitement—but also introduce additional risk.
Safety depends on clear roles, constant awareness, and controlled operation.

The Foundation: Three Roles

0 Driver a Spotter e Rider
Focused on boat Watching rider & Understanding

operation surroundings signals

If any of these roles break down, safety does too.

Staying Focused at the Helm 4 )
The drlve‘r IS respo.n3|ble fo.r the boqts ?ntlre | | Common Mistakes to Avoid
surroundings, not just the rider. Avoid distractions like
phones or turning around; instead, keep your eyes

forward and use a tow mirror to monitor the rider. @ Driving distracted
Staying fully focused on boat operation is vital, as even

brief distractions can lead to dangerous situations.
@ Towing too fast

Speed, Distance, and Control
Prioritize control over speed by starting slow and @ Getting too close to boats or shore
avoiding aggressive maneuvers. Always maintain a
safe distance from other vessels and swimmers,

keeping in mind that tow lines extend far behind the @ Not using a spotter

boat and riders have limited control.

Onboard Safety Basics @ Letting riders approach unsafe areas

Simple habits go a long way in preventing injuries. Turn

off the engine when riders enter or exit the water, keep Most tow sports incidents are preventable and
hands and feet clear of the tow “ne, and detach the come down to awareness and decision—moking.

rope before bringing it onboard.

The Role of the Spotter Boatmart Tip:

A spotter is essential to monitor the rider and Tow-specific boats offer superior visibility,
surrounding traffic while communicating with the

control, and layout, making it easier to
keep riders and passengers safe.

driver. Without one, the driver loses critical awareness
that they cannot maintain alone.




Weather & Conditions:
Know When Not to Go

Your Best Tool is Knowing When to Stay Ashore

One of the most important skills in boating isn't handling rough conditions—it's knowing when to
avoid them entirely.

Weather can shift quickly, especially on open water. Wind speeds can increase, visibility can drop,
and waves can build faster than expected.

o (]

Before You Go Warning Signs

@ Check wind, storms, and visibility @ Sudden wind shifts

@ Anticipate changing trip conditions. @ Darkening skies

@ Factor in tides and currents @ Increasing wave height or chop
Looking at the forecast once isn't enough. These early signals often indicate changing
You need to understand how conditions may conditions. Recognizing them quickly gives
evolve while you're on the water. you more time to react.

When to Turn Back

@ Having an exit plan—and using it—is part of boating smart. Turning back

early is always the safer decision.
@ Conditions worsen @ Visibility decreases as @ Passengers feel unsafe or
faster than expected conditions change. uncomfortable

Boatmart Tip:

If you're unsure about the conditions, delay or reschedule—flexibility is one of the most
valuable safety tools you have.




Emergency Preparedness & Drills

Ready to Respond When It Matters

Even with strong preparation, situations can escalate quickly. The difference is how ready

you are to respond.

Man Overboard

O Keep eyes on them at all times
O Slow down and turn safely

O Deploy flotation immediately

Losing sight of someone in the water makes
recovery harder; assign someone to

Mmaintain constant visual contact.

Fire Onboard

O Shut off fuel if possible
O Use extinguisher quickly and correctly

O Be ready to abandon ship if needed

Boat fires spread fast, especially in enclosed
areas. Knowing extinguisher locations and

how to use them is critical.

Engine Failure

O Drop anchor if drifting

O Signal for help

O Use backup communication

Drifting in open water or high-traffic areas can
create additional risk. Having a plan, and the

right equipment—helps you stay in control.

Boatmart Tip:

Practicing emergency scenarios ahead
of time builds confidence and reduces
reaction time when it matters most. Take
a look at our blog, Boating Safety Drills
You Can Practice Now, to learn practical
drills that can make the difference.

View Blog



https://www.boatmart.com/blog/2025/09/18/boating-safety-drills-you-can-practice-now/
https://www.boatmart.com/blog/2025/09/18/boating-safety-drills-you-can-practice-now/
https://www.boatmart.com/blog/2025/09/18/boating-safety-drills-you-can-practice-now/

Go-To Boating Safety Checklist

Before every trip, run through a simple mental checklist:

Before Departure

Check engine, fuel, battery, and electrical systems
Review weather and water conditions
File a float plan

Brief passengers on safety basics

Onboard Essentials

Life jackets for every passenger
Fire extinguisher and distress signals
First aid kit and basic tools

Communication device

On the Water

Maintain a proper lookout
Follow navigation rules
Monitor weather and conditions

Operate at safe speeds

Emergency Readiness

Know man overboard procedures

Understand fire response
Keep emergency gear accessible

Practice drills regularly



Boat Buying Safety: How to Shop Smart

Making the Right Decision

Buying a boat is one of the biggest decisions you'll make as a boater—and one of the easiest places to make

costly mistakes if you rush the process.

A safe purchase isn't just about price. It's about understanding the boat's condition, verifying its history, and

knowing when to walk away.

Before looking at listings, be clear about how you'll actually use your boat. Think about:

® Where you'll be boating (lakes, coastal, offshore)
® What you'll use it for (fishing, cruising, watersports)

® Your experience level and comfort handling the boat

Choosing the wrong boat is a common mistakes that compromises long-term safety and usability.

I Start With the Right Fit

What to Look for on a Used Boat

A thorough inspection is critical. Even small issues can point to larger problems.
Key Areas to Check:

Engine Hull and structure: Fuel system and bilge Electrical systems
Hard starts, rough idling, or ~ Look for cracks, damage, = Watch for leaks, corrosion,  Check that lights, gauges,
smoke signal major issues or signs of neglect or poor maintenance and electronics work

Mechanical problems—especially with engines—can be expensive and difficult to fix, so
take your time evaluating condition.



Documentation Matters More Than You Think

Paperwork issues can quickly turn a good deal into a major problem. Always verify:

® Title and registration are clean
® Hull Identification Number (HIN) matches documentation

® No signs of salvage or undisclosed damage

Missing or mismatched paperwork can create legal and financial headaches long after the purchase.

Red Flags to Watch For

Some warning signs are easy to spot—if you know what to look for.

® The seller avoids questions or rushes the sale
® No maintenance records or service history
® Visible neglect (corrosion, damage, poor condition)

® Refusal to allow inspection or sea trial

If something feels off, trust your instincts. Walking away is always better than buying the wrong boat.

Take the Extra Step Boatmart Tip:

The best deals aren’t the fastest

Even if everything looks good, don't skip professional input. ones—they’re the ones you fully
understand. Take your time,
compare options, and choose a

® Hire a marine surveyor for a full inspection

® Conduct a sea trial to evaluate performance .
> boat that fits both your needs and

® Review maintenance history and usage your comfort level.

A small upfront investment can prevent significant repair

costs later—and give you confidence in your decision.




@ Boatmart.

Build Confidence
Every Time You Boat

Boating safety isn’t a one-time checkilist,

it's a system you build over time.

From preparation and equipment to awareness and emergency
readiness, each step plays a role in helping you boat with confidence.

And whether you're upgrading your setup or getting started for the first
time, having the right foundation can make every trip safer.

Explore boats on Boatmart and start building your safest

season on the water

Explore Boats Today!
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